The BAT Shop

meet the artisans—

Since 1995, the BAT Shop has focused on product
development, marketing and sales of high quality
crafts made in South Africa. Affiliated with the art
development and community center in Durban,
the BAT Shop works with many different producers
in rural and urban settings who produce telephone
wire bowls, bangles and mbenges (large wire plates
designed as lids for large woven beer baskets) as
well as traditional crafts. To meet the growing de-
mand, the BAT Shop endaged a local wire manu-
facturer to augment the recycled telephone wire
and increase the color palette.

BAT Shop products have graced the walls of the
girls school Oprah opened in South Africa as well
as the wrists of Diane von Furstenberg models on
the runway during Fashion Week.

The sale of these fair trade goods helps provide a
sustainable livelihood for the craftspeople and
enables them to support their families and com-
munities.
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